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FUNDAMENTALS or RELIGION 


AND THE 


MOTIVES and MEANS of HOLINE S8. 


TWO SERMONS. 


UNDO OD . . OW 


oe 


BY THE REV. JOHN BROCKBANK. 
22 


rere 


it Whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and dceth them, I will liken him unto a 
wile man, Which built his houſe upon a rock: And the rain deſcended, aud the floods came, 
aud the winds blew, and beat upon that houſe ; aud it fell not; for it was founded upou 
a rock, Mat. vii. ver. 26. 25. 
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ROBERT FAIRFAX, Es9. 


N Or NEWTON KYME. 
I R, 
HOUGH I do not eſteem myſelf 
able to add a Mite to that Trea- 
ſury of uſeful Knowledge, which you 
poſſeſs ; yet J hope your candour will 
excuſe this expreſſion of gratitude, in 
my addreſſing to you theſe two diſ- 


courſes. 


Your ſtrict piety, and good morals, 
make me ſuppoſe that you, Sir, will 
not diſdain this weak attempt to pro- 
mote true Faith and Holineſs, 1 in any to 
whom it may extend; for it would be 
arrogance 1n me to chk of improving 

your 


your character, which is worthy of your 


high extraCtion, and of your illuſtrious 
TuToR and PRELATE. 


That you may enjoy health here, and 
Heaven hereafter, through the merits 
of the ever bleſſed Redeemer, is the ſin- 


cere prayer of, 


SIR, 

| | ' Your moſt obedient, 

| | Humble Predict, 
JOHN BROCKBANK. 


| 
| | BooTLE, February 23d, 1789. 


SERMON I. 


PPC 


FUNDAMENTALS of RELIGION. 


1 Cor. iii. 11.—“ For other Foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is JE&Us CHRIST.“ 


OULD we conſider all the various foundations that 
men have attempted to lay for their future happi- 
neſs, excluſive of Cux1sT, and fee how falſe they are, 
we ſhould be convinced of the vanity of building on any 
other, for it, but on him. 


We cannot account the doctrine of the pretended pro- 
phet, Mahomet, good for our fellow creatures, which was 
propagated by the ſword, and by deſtroying them; which 
drove out Chriſtianity, by force of arms, from the place 
of its firſt appearance, and introduced a ſyſtem as contrary 
to Chriſt's, as itſelf is corrupt; placing men's happineſs 
in carnal pleaſures, which are of a periſhing nature; and, 
being purſued otherwiſe than Chriſt allows, tend to 
their deſtruction. In it, therefore, is na true ground to 
build the hope of Heaven upon; but a deluſion, which 
might be likely indeed to deceive unthinking mortals, 
with the idea of pleaſures which they are naturally incli- 
ned to, but will not lead them to laſting happineſs. 


B Concerning 


6-6 11 


Concerning thoſe, who have not heard of the true 


Gopand CHRIST, and are therefore ignorant, who wor- 
ſhip the creature, or imaginary powers, inſtead of the 
Creator; how much are they at a loſs for the way of 
falvation ? and what ſandy foundations do they build 
upon? heace we ſce that it is not in man to direct his 
ſteps to Heaven ; he can lay no foundation for it. The 
ignorance of the poor Heathens, which is to be pitied, 
may teach us this; they cannot diſcern that God, who 
ſends them fruitful ſeaſons, and bleſſeth their victuals 
with increaſe ; much leſs can they comprehend the depth 
of his Redeeming Love. Their invincible ignorance 
may, in fome meaſure, be their excuſe. God, we have 
reaſon to expect, will judge all according to the light and 
opportunities they have had; and we may be ſure, tbe 
Judge of all the earth will do right. ; 


But what plea can they have, who remain Infidels un- 
der the light of the Goſpel, and deſpiſe the Son of God? 
Do they reje& the only name whereby they can be ſaved ?. 
ſo will they have no excuſe to extenuate their fin. Their 
condition will be much like that of the unbelieving Jews. 
of old, of whom CHRIST hath ſaid ©* V had not come 
and ſpoken to them, they had not had ſin; but now have they 
no cloak for their fin.” They who deſpiſe Chriſt, when 
preached to them, do unto all their other fins add that of 
rejecting the only foundation whereon their aſcent to 
Heaven can be built, ** For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, wnicu is Jesus CHRIST: 


The vain attempts which- men have made to find out 
the way to Heaven without Chrift, and which we have 
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ſeen in a few inſtances, give evidence to the truth of St. 


Paul's aſſertions, which will further appear to be true, if 
we conſider a little the condition of man. 


As a creature, man muſt neceſſarily depend upon his 
Creator; both for his life and happineſs. He who con- 
ſtituted the former, can alone lay the foundation for the 
latter. Man, in his firſt ſtate of innocence, could know 
no more of the way of eternal happineſs, than what his 
Maker was pleaſed to diſcover to him ; then how ſhould 


he have any knowledge of it, without Divine Revelation, 
after the fall; when, by his diſobedience, he is in himſelf 


ſubje& to God's wrath and diſpleaſure ; the ſervant of 
fin Having the underſtanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God?” In his natural ſtate he is under 


the curſe of the broken laws of God, and could diſcover 


no proſpect of regaining his favour, of himſelf ; of 


. eſcaping eternal miſery, the penalty of his fin, and of ob- 


taining Heavenly happineſs. Impoſſible; for as this muſt 


proceed ſolely fiom the mercy of God, man could diſcern 


nothing of it, but by his revelation ; nor have thought 


how God could have been juſt, and yet juſtify the ſinful ; 


and conſequently could find no ground, upon which to 


be ſure of future felicity ; God alone could appoint and 


reveal this. Hence appears the neceſſity of a Divine Re- 
velation, in order that man might know the way to 
Heaven ; and God having revealed a ground for him to 
gothither upon, vain and preſumptuous certainly muſt be 
his ſearch to find out another, For other foundation can 


no man lay than that is laid, which is Feſus Cbriſt. 


B 2 | It 
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It is plain then, that no man can lay any foundation for 
his own eternal happineſs, from the fruitleſs endeavours 
and natural inability of mankind; to this end, God alone 
is ſufficient for our ſalvation, hath prepared it for us in 
his Son ; revealed it to us by his word ; and confirmed 
it by his Spirit and Grace; as may ſeem to us, in purſuing 
this ſubje&, which now leads to a more particular con- 
ſideration of the foundation that God hath laid for our 
ſalvation. 


The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament 
contain the revealed will of God, make known to us the 
way of eternal ſalvation, and ſet forth Chriſt the founda- 
tion of it. 


A conſiderate man cannot doubt of the truth of the 
Scripture ; for even what ſome unbelievers object againſt 
it, when duly examined, on the contrary tends to prove it. 
For notwithſtanding that tome may think themſelves as 
good as God firſt made man, to be ſufficient for their 
own happineſs, and ſo ſee no need of a Saviour; yet, cer- 
tain it is, and they who know themſelves muſt confeſs it, 
that man naturally is what the Scriptures repreſent him 
to be, conſtantly inclined to evil ; agreeably to that we 
we read, And God jaw that the wickedneſs of man was 
great on the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of bis heart was only evil continually.” God (by which 
ſacred name we underſtand an Almighty Power, the firſt 
cauſe of all things, perfectly good) would not make man in 
this fate; no, he made him **upright, but he hath ſought out 
many inventions; he is fallen from that ſtate of — 
an 


C4871 
.and happineſs in which God at firſt made him, and be- 


come, in himſelf, a miſerable ſinner; his nature is de- 

raved, and he an actual offender. This is not only the 
caſe of ſome, but of the whole human race, who are all 
e born in fin, and the children of wrath.” The account 
which the Scriptures give of man, his ſin and rebellion, 
is a true hiſtory of human nature, and is confirmed from 
age to age, and every day, which, alas ! affords us but too 
many. proofs, by fin, of our being fallen from God. We 
have daily confirmations of the truth of what is recorded 
in holy writ, concerning the natural ſtate of man. 


How then bould man be juſt with God? How ſhould 
man lay any foundation, on which to appear righteous, 
and plead for ſalvation before his Maker, ſince “ / have 
ſinned,” and it can only be of the Lord's mercies that any 
are ſaved. 


They (viz. the Jews) to whom God was pleaſed par- 
ticularly to diſcover his mercy, in ſaving man, though 
but obſcurely, by types and prophecies, which he had 
allo done before to their fathers, and to Adam, were 
repeatedly told that they were not ſo favoured as they 
were, for their righteouſneſs, for they were a ſtiff necked 
people; but the God of the people of Iſrael, as St. Paul 
ſpake, (Acts 13) choſe them, that he might, according to 
his promile, of their ſeed, which was David, as far as per- 
| tained to the fleſh, raiſe unto Iſrael, (by whom we are to 
underſtand his faithful people) a Saviour, Jesus. The 
wonderful and miraculous preſervation and exaltation of 
the Iſraclitcs, which the Old Teſtament relates at large, 

| B 3 " "”_—— 
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and St. Paul in the place referred to obſerves, ſhew that 
they were of God; who of his free grace and mercy, was 


leaſed to provide for fallen man, a Saviour, which is 
Chriſt the Lord. He is the only Saviour of ſinners, the 
foundation of their ſalvation, which is laid by God him- 


ſelt, and than which no man can lay other; pointed to 
in the old diſpenſation, and accompliſhed in the new. 


Chriſt is the foundation of our ſalvation; for being 


naturally at enmity with God, and by wicked works de- 


ſerving his wrath and eternal damnation, we could not 
come unto God but by him, who by ſuffering in our 


ſtead, reconciles us to God ; our fin is pardoned through 


him; he takes away our curſe, being made a curſe for us; 
he took our nature and fin upon himſelf, and ſuffered for 


it: He bare our fins in his own body on the tree.” God 


is pleaſed to accept of the death of his Son, as a full ſa- 
tis faction for our ſin, and of us, as righteous in him. 


God could not pardon ſinners without ſatisfaction for his 


broken law; this Chriſt hath made: thus God is juſt, 


and the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus, and 
through faith and grace given through him, _—_ and 
leads a new and good life. Wonderful conver 


ons have 
been wrought by Chriſt, which prove the power and ef- 
ficacy of his religion. A perſecutor of it, we may inſtance 
St. Paul, hath by converting grace become a zealous 


' preacher of the Goſpel ; miracles have been wrought in 
confirmation of it, by thoſe who firſt preached it, as well 
as by our Lord himſelf; and it is attended with a Divine 
Power when, at any time, ſinners are converted and chan- 


ged by it. Chriſt, the foundation my text eſtabliſhes, ſtill 


worketh 


— 
0 
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worketh powerfully in thoſe, who truly believe in him; 


he is ſet forth under the ſame title in the Old Teſtament, 
& Thus faith the Lord God, bebold 1 lay in Zion for a foun- 


dation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone; à ſure 


foundation : be that believeth ſhall not make haſte.” And 


though the chief prieſts and elders of the Jews rejected 
Chriſt, not being able to bear the truth of his holydoctrine, 
Never theleſs the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure,” and St. 
Peter, when he had wrought a miracle in the name of 
Chriſt, told them ' be it known unto you all, and to all 
the people of Iſrael, that by the name of Jeſus Chriſt of 
l whom ye crucified, whom God raiſed from the 
dead, even by him doth this man ſtand here before you 
whole. This is the ſtone which was ſet at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner.” 


Chriſt manifeſted himſelf, by his miraculous power in 
the Apoſtles, after his death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion 
into Heaven, to be our exalted Saviour : quoting a paſſage 
from the Pſalms, relating to himſelf, he ſaid, Did you 
never read in the Scriptures, the ſtone which the builders re- 
jected, the ſame is become the head of the corner : this is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 


It having been made to appear, that Chriſt is the foun- 
dation of our ſalvation, and no other; it remains that 
ſomething be ſaid of the ſuperſtructure, or DocTRINE to 
be built upon him ; herein have been differences. 


But ſome are more ready to have reſpect unto perſons, 
than doctrines; this ſort of envying and ſtrife the Apoſtle, 
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in theverſes before the text, reproves. While one ſaith, I 
„% am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not 
« carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but 
% miniſters by whom you believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man ? I have planted, Apollos watered ; 
* but God gave the increaſe. So then, neither is he 
«« that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth ; but 
God that giveth the increaſe.” ©* Now he that planteth 
“ and he that watereth are one: and every man ſhall re- 
* ceive his own reward, according to his labour. For 
% we are labourer's together with God: ye are God's 
* huſbandry, ye are God's building. According to the 
« grace of God which is given unto me, as a wiſe maſter 
„ builder, I have laid the foundation, and another build- 
* eth thereon. But let every man take heed how he 
“ buildeth thereupon.” Here we may obſerve, the 
Apoſtle would not have hearers to be partial, reſpecting 
miniſters, who are only inſtruments in the hand of God, 
and whoſe labours can only profit by his bleſſing, and 
who ſhould be careful to give right inſtructions. And 
again, in the verſes following the text, uſing a compariſon 
concerning doctrines, St. Paul faith, ** If any mai, build 
* upon this foundation, gold, ſilver, precious ſtones, 
* wood, hay, ſtubble, every man's work ſhall be made 
<« manifeſt : for the day ſhall declare it.” As thoſe ma- 
terials - are of different qualities, ſome of which will 
endure, others ſoon periſh, ſo, when God ſhall try men's 
works, true doctrines will bear the teſt, and corrupt ones 
be condemned, and leave thoſe who have dealt with them 


in extreme danger. 
Of 
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Of the many errors which have prevailed in the world, 
T ſhall notice but one, which this ſubject is particularly 
againſt, and it is that of meriting eternal life by works. 
This is very erroneous. Eternal life is the gift of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, who is the foundation of everlaſt- 
ing happineſs to mankind. We can only have remiſſion 
of fin for his ſake upon repentance, which he alſo muſt 
give us, and can do nothing acceptable to God until we 
are reconciled by him. The tree muſt be made good, be- 
fore the fruit can be ſo; and this can only be done by 
our being grafted into Chriſt by faith, as the branch into 
the vine, and deriving new life from him, and depending 
on his merits only, for pardon and ſalvation. This com- 
pariſon is the ſame in effect, with that of our being born 
again, which we muſt be, or we cannot fee the kingdom 
of God. This, therefore, is a point of great importance : 
thus, the Apoſtles preached not 7hemſefves, but Chri/t 
Teſus, the Lord. 


Again, with St. Paul laying Chriſt the foundation, 
ver works muft follow, proceeding from faith in him, 
y the help of his holy ſpirit ; for without him we can 
do nothing. We are to ſhew forth our faith by our 
works, as a tree is diſcerned by its fruit. Remiſſion of 
{m, and future happineſs, through repentance and faith 
in Chriſt, are ſet forth in the Goſpel ; a doctrine accord- 
ing to godlineſs. Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. They who believe, muſt be careful to maintain 
good works, which though they cannot merit Heaven, 
are indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our enjoyment of that 
ſtate, Actions are to be rewarded or puniſhed, as they 
C have 
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| have been good or bad, in Chriſt. By a good life, Chriſ- 
v0 tians give evidence to themſelves and others, of a lively 
. and ſaving faith. 


| Finally, you ſee your calling, brethren, how that Chriſt 
| hath merited ſalvation for you, and you are to receive it 
| by faith and repentance, and by living godly in him, 
His grace, which he hath promiſed to thoſe that aſk it of 
him, is ſufficient to enable you to do this; and, in ſo do- 
ing, you may be aſſured that you are his diſciples, and 
ſhall be ſaved by him. Wherefore ** Give diligence to 
make your calling and election ſure.” Uſe the means of 
grace, that God hath e and ſincerely pray, that 
you may ſee your need of a Saviour, (for this you muſt be 
ſenſible of, before you will ſeek in earneſt to be ſaved by 
him) and that you may be enabled by the Holy Spirit, to 
Wt | receive him by faith and true repentance, for your whole 
Nt ſalvation, and to live righteouſly in him; and depend 
5 upon God's promiſe, for his bleſſing. 


* 
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May God bleſs the means we may uſe, to our profit, | 
manifeſt himſelf to us, and make us comfortable in the 
uſe of them here, and for ever happy with himſelf here- | 
after, in Heaven, through Jzsvus CurIisT our Lord. 
Amen. 
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MOTIVES and MEANS of HOLINESS. 


1: Cor. vi. 19. 20. What! know ye not that your body: 
is the temple of the Holy Gboſt, which is in you, which you 
have of God, and ye are not your own ? For ye are bought- 
with a price ; therefore glorify God in your body, and in 


your ſpirit, which are God's.” 


, * 


ONEST men (and many would avail themſelves of 

that title) when intruſted with another's property, 

are ſcrupulouſly deſirous to preſerve and improve it for 

the true owner, and are often more careful of it, than they 

would be, if it were their own. Should ſome men be 

ſuſpected of a breach of truſt, they would be ready to re- 

ſent it, as an affront not to be taken. The honour of a 

good name, together with that temporal - intereſt they 

may have, in being well thought of in the world, makes. 
many very anxious to ſupport a juſt character in it. 


Now, weall hold ourſelves but in truſt ; our bodies 
and ſouls, and the powers and faculties of them, which 
are only lent us, by our Almighty Creator, to be impro- 
ved tohis honour, and our own-happineſs. This thought, 
which ought often to be in our minds, earneſtly exhorts. 
us to ſanctification, to the glory of God, whom we ſhould 


ſerve in holineſs, and whoſe we are. If it be reaſonable 
| (and 
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(and it certainly is ſo) that we ſhould be careful of what- 
ever other men may commit to our keeping, from world- 
ly conſiderations, though this be a duty enjoined us by 
God; then are we under the greateſt obligation that can 
be, to endeavour to keep ourſelves pure, through the in- 
dwelling of the Divine Spirit; becauſe, we belong to 
God, and muſt become holy, or we ſhall never, with him, 
be happy. © What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own ? ye are bought with a price : 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are 
God's.” From theſe words it may be proper to conſider, 


I. In what manner we belong to God; and with: 
what price he hath bought us. 


IT. That we ſhould be habitations of God, through 
the Spirit, in oppoſition to evil habits. And, 


III. That we ought thus to glorify God. We are. 
to conſider, 


I. In what manner we belong to God ; and with- 
what price he hath bought us. | 


By creation, God has an unlimited right to us, and 
alſo by his conſtant preſervation of us, by his providence, 
which may be accounted a continued act of creating 
power, that upholds what it firſt made: for creatures, if 
not always upheld by neceſſary ſupports, would ſoon fall 
away, We belong to God then, firſt of all; becauſe, . 

* 3 % He 
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«© He hath made us and not we ourſelves ; we are his people, 
and the ſheep of his paſture,” becauſe he gave, and ſtill pre- 
ſerves to us, our being. There are common gifts which 
he beſtows upon all men, whether good or bad; He 
maketh his fun to rife on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth 
ram on the juſt and on the unjuſt : in this ſenſe, God is the 
proprietor of all forts of men, whatever they may be in 
other reſpects; whether they glorify and enjoy him as 
their God and father, or not, and live to the end, for 
which he created them. 


Man having counteracted this great end of glorifying 
and enjoying his Maker, having abuſed the liberty he at 
firſt had, of chooſing good or evil, and perverted his 
choice to the latter, in breaking the command of God, 
notwithſtanding the curſe that was annexed to the breach 
of it; we are no longer his, in our natural ſtate, to bleſs 
us, but, to puniſh us for ever. Being prone to evil 
through the depravity of our nature, having all Anu 
and come ſhort of the glory of God,” we are naturally under 
the penalty of eternal death, incurred by our tranſgreſ- 
fion ; not the ſervants of God, but the ſlaves of ſin. 


God, of his great mercy, having been pleaſed to pro- 
vide a remedy for the fin and miſery of his fallen creatures, 
hath, in addition to his other rights, made ns his own b 
redemption ; that we might ſerve him in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs; and be eternally happy: to this end he 
ſent his Son into the world, who willingly took our na- 
ture, perfectly fulfilled the Divine law, and gave his life 
a ranſoem for mankind ; who, by diſobedience, had 
5] | forfeited 
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forfeited their eternal happineſs, and were miſerable cap- 
tives to ſin, which had ſubjected them to everlaſting 
puniſhment. This they muſt unavoidably ſuffer, had 
not Chriſt died for them. Man could not, of himſelf, 
regain the favour of God, which he had loſt: He was 
become guilty of his own blood, which muſt for ever re- 
main upon his head, bringing upon him eternal death, 
but that God, ſeeing him in it, ſaid unto him, “ live.” 
*« Without ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion ;” this, men 
were taught by the ſacrifices in the Law of Moſes, which 
could not of themſelves put away fin, but ſhadowed forth 
Chriſt unto them, who appeared to put away in, by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf.” No leſs a ſacrifice than that of the Son 
of God, could take away the fins of the world. He only, 
whoſe merits are infinite, can atone for offences againſt 
an Infinite God, which are of endleſs demerit ; and this, 
Jeſus Chriſt, both God and man, hath done. He hath 
vindicated his Father's juſtice, by yielding perfect obe- 
dience to his law, taking our fin upon himſelf, and ſuf- 
fering for it; and believers are righteous in him. By 
bim all that believe are juſtified.” 


Invaluable, therefore, is the price, wherewith God 
hath bought us ; no leſs than the blood of his beloved 
Son, who is one with himſelf ; and therefore God is ſaid 
in Scripture, to have purchaſed his church or people, 
with his own blood. Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious blood, 
that he might redeem us from hell: for our fins, he felt 
the fierceneſs of his Father's wrath. May we never, 
never repeat them, which pierced and nailed him to the 


tree | It might tend to ſtifle the motions of ſin in us, 
ſhould 
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ſhould we often conſider, that we are not our own, but 
God's, by creation, and preſervation, but eſpecially, by 
being “ bis workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works, which he hath before ordained that we ſhould walk in 
them. This leads us to conſider, 


II. That we ſhould be habitations of God through 
the Spirit, in oppoſition. to evil habits. 


When our Saviour, after his death and reſurrection, 
aſcended into Heaven, he did not leave ſucceeding ages 
without a leader upon earth, to ſupply his abſence ; but, 
according to his promiſe, ſent the Holy Ghoſt to be their 
comforter, and to guide them into all neceſſary truth. 
Though the Holy Ghoſt wrought miraculouſly only with 
the Apoſtles, as their work, in firſt propagating the 
Goſpel, required ; yet his continuance in this world was 


not confined to them, but was to be for ever with the fol- 


lowers of Chriſt, in ſuch manner as was needful for their 
reſpective conditions; their Lord promiſed that he would 
be preſent with them (ſignifying by his Spirit) “ unto 
the end of the world.” 


True Chriſtians, then, who are brought out of the 


| Nate of nature, and born again of the Spirit, have the 


Holy Ghoſt dwelling in them, and affiſting them in the 
— — of their duty; they feel his comfortable in- 
fluences, and are ſenſible of his motions. Such percep- 
tions are not imaginary ; for the Apoſtle ſaith, What? 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is in you? meaning that Chri/tians ſhould have the 
Holy Spirit, to their own knowledge. 

ut 
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But empty boaſting profiteth nothing. The beſt 
evidence that the ſpirit of Chriſt is within, is the fruit 
which he produces in all“ goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and 
truth; where this fruit is wanting, and the works of 
the fleſh, which are contrary to it, prevail, viz. adultery, 
fornication, uncleanneſs,” and many more wicked works, 
which we read of (Gal. 5.) they will quench the ſpirit of 
God and Chriſt, which will not inhabit the foul heart 
that entertains them. Now, F any man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of bis; but, ©* as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, are the ſons of God.” We may, 
then, judge concerning ourſelves, whether or not we are 
in a ſtate of ſalvation, according as we have God's Spirit 
or not, bringing forth in us the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
It, therefore, highly concerns us, not to grieve the holy 
Spirit of God, by evil-doing. 


This is the drift of St. Pau/'s argument, in the chapter 
which the text concludes; the Apoſtle there charges 
men particularly againſt ſtrife, unrighteouſneſs, covetouſ- 
neſs, intemperance, and unlawful luſts, (which fins ſome 
had been guilty of, who were afterwards cleanſed and 
juſtified by the Lord Jeſus and the Holy Spirit) and 
thews the inconſiſtency of thoſe vices, with a ſtate of fal- 
vation, and ſanctification by the Spirit. He tells them 
(what they ought to have known) that the body (that is 
of one ſaved by the Lord) is the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and, conſequently, cannot entertain ſinful luſts, 
deſires, and actions. 


It is extremely dangerous to indulge: any evil cuſtoms 


or inclinations ; for they will cut us off from all com- 
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fortable communications with the Divine Spirit, which 


unites believers to Chriſt, and makes known to them 
their ſalvation, and will leave us no well grounded hope 
of future happineſs ; but, inſtead thereof, the feartul 
expectation of eternal miſery. I he more {in is repeated, 
the greater power it gains, getting the force of habit on 
its fade, and the harder it will be to forſake it; for it ſtill, 
when continued in, drives the Holy Spirit further off, 
without whoſe help we cannot repent and amend our 


lives. Though, thanks be to God ! “ He that forſaterh 


his fins ſhall have mercy ;” yet this is no encouragement to 
continue longer in an evil courſe; for we know not how 
foon we may be called out of this life, and for want of 
either time or grace, it may become utterly out of our 
power to correct it. On the contrary, the thought of 
God's mercy ſhould lead us to immediate repentance and 
holineſs of life, to his glory, through the aſſiſtance of his 
good Spirit, which he hath promiſed to give to thoſe 
who ſincerly aſk it of him. A and ye ſhall receive, 
that your joy may befull.” We come to conſider, 


III. That we ought thus to glorify God. 


The expectations and practices of mankind, as they 
ſtand in relation one to another, may at once convince 
them of their duty of g lorifying God, in holy obedience, 
and reprove thoſe that are negligent init. What parents 
are there, who do not hope that their children will yield 
unto them grateful honour ? what maſters do not expect 
that their ſervants will obey them in fear ? and how much 
are men commonly diſpleaſed, when they do not meet 


with due reſpeR, in ſuch like circumſtances ? 
Almighty 
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Almighty God is our univerſal Parent and Maſter, in 
competition with whom we are taught, in the Goſpel, 
to call no man maſter or father on earth; he having firſt 
made us, and continued to ſupport us, by his Providence, 
for his honour and ſervice, and our own felicity ; and, 
after we had defeated this end, and deſtroyed ourſelves, 
by wilfully diſobeying him, having again redeemed us 
by the death of his Son, that we might {till glority him in 
holineſs, and be happy both in body and ſoul for ever. 


We muſt then be in ſubjection to the Father of ſpirits 
and Creator of all things, and owe unto him all honour 
and glory, in “ denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts,” and 
yielding ourſelves, inſtruments of holinels, in thankfully 
worſhiping and praiſing him, and doing his will ; it is 
our duty in ſo doing, to glorify God in our body and in 
our ſpirit, which are God's. This debt we owe to God 
always, not only on account of his ſovereign power over 
us, and conſequent right to it, but alſo out of gratitude 
for the many benefits that he hath done unto us. But, 
alas! we are uſually very backward to the diſcharge of 
this debt. Well might God ſay, by the prophet Malachi, 
« If then I tea father, where is my bonour ? and if I be a 
maſter, where is my fear? 


Let, therefore, a ſenſe of God's ſupreme authority over, 
and goodneſs towards us, and of our numberleſs obliga- 
tions to him, incline us, according to our duty, to ſerve 
him in ſanctification and honour, by the help of his grace 
and holy ſpirit, to the glory of his name. bat? 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is in you, which you have of God, and ye are not your 

: D 2 own ? 
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own? for ye are bought with a 3 therefore glorify God 
4 


m your body and in your ſpirit, which are God's.” 


I ſhall conclude with a few words of caution, and ad- 
vice, neceſſary to be obſerved in our endeavours after 
holineſs, without which we cannot be happy. 


There are ſeveral hinderances to holineſs, which ſhould 
be carefully avoided by all who aim at it, otherwiſe they 
will not attain unto it; ſuch are idleneſs and the va- 


rious temptations that aſſauſt the ſoul. Concerning 


theſe, every one ſhould beware not to.come in the way 
of that which he knows is likely to be too hard for him; 
but, in particular, every one ought to guard againſt ill 
company, which ſeldom fails, by its example, to corrupt 
thoſe that keep it ; often calling forth the exerciſe of the 
evil bias of human nature, (which otherwiſe, for any 
thing that we know, might have been overbalanced by 
grace) and ſo bringing a ſnare to the tou], which there- 
fore as you value, be warned by Solomon, and“ go not in 
the way of evil men; avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, 


and paſs away.” 


On the other hand, a diligent uſe of the means of 
grace, that God hath appointed, will, conduce to a holy 
life; viz. a devout attendance on public ordinances, and 
reading or hearing, and meditating upon his word ; and 
not only public devotions, but alſo both family and pri- 
thip and prayer are needful to our improving in 
holineſs, to the glory of God, and the ſalvation of aur 
immortal ſouls. Devotion in public will do us but little 
good, except we retain ſomgEthing of it in private. Bo 
conſtant, 


- 
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conſtant, therefore, and perſevere in thoſe works of the 
Tord, knowing that your labour ſhall not be in vain in 
him; and that this is his will, © even your ſanctiſicatian. 
And may God, of his great mercy, bleſs all our poor en- | 
deavours, to the furtherance of his work of holinets in us, 
that we may glorify him in our body, and ſpirit, which 
are his; and grant that we may obtain everlaſting life and 


happineſs, through Jzsus ChRIST our Lord. Amen, 
7 
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